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Novel Sneaks 'Peek. at Spying Game

By BARBARA GAMAREKIAN
Special to The New York Times
m;/ASHINC;TON. Nov. 30 — Assassi-
ations, espionage, wiretaps, kidna
ping and covert action—-unlerve:
gﬂulgnx fodder for David Wise's

Mr. Wise, a former White House
correspondent for The New York Her-
ald Tribune, has written five nonfic-
tion books and two novels that have

paratus, He is one of W, '8 junction< against publishing to the

better-known chroniclers of the capl- selzing of the writers' royalties.

tal's darker corridors of power, and ] think those agreements violate

his books are read for their inside the First Amendment rights of the

peek into that hidden world. ’ employees,” Mr. Wise said. *'I would
His latest novel, “The Children’s  rather see the C.1.A. do something

Game,” is a story about a former

classified operational tech- and Mr. Terpll were later convicted °
by intelligence agents. It of selling explosives to the Libyan
also discloses Mr. Wise's deep am-  leader. Mr. Terpil is a fugitive.
. bivalence toward the C.1.A. and the , "C.LA. Acts Against Book
.{ craftof spying, and attempts to crack -
;- one of the greatest of intelligence se- |  *"What we do is often mischaracter-
" 1zed,” said Charles Wilson, chairman

! crets: why spies become spies.
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.. '‘One of the things I tried to do in

this book was to get into the mind and
motivation of spies,” Mr. Wise said,
*“How can one spend a litetime 1t

in a secret worid, the true nature
which is unknown to even wives and

chiidren? What sustains them?”

Secrecy Is Its Own Reward
One of the answers, he suggested, is

that secrecy is its own reward - se-

crecy and power. But it is secret
power, he adds, the sense of apart-
ness, of being different trom others.

*l make the analogy, and that is ,
where the title comes from, with the

games we play as children,” he con-

. ‘The New York Times / Paul Eosstros

* David Wise

‘tinued. ‘“You have a secret club and
iits importance is defined by the kids
jwho aren’t part of it.”

The plot of *‘The Children’s Game”
revolves around the ‘‘Halloween Mas-
sacre,” the dismissal in October 1977
of 250 high-level clandestine opera.
tors by Adm. Stansfield Turner, then
Director of Central Intelligence. Ad-
miral Turner later said he had
wanted to clean out agents who had

of the agency's publication review
board, which since 1977 has examined
994 manuscripts. “We only review the
material for classified information.
First Amendment rights clearly
guideus.”

i Mr. Wise's one confrontation with
. the C.LA. was in ‘1964 when the
agency attempted to censor *‘The In.
visible Government,” an early non
fiction look at the C.1.A. that Mr, Wise

- wrote with Thomas Ross. A C.L.A.

document, later obtained by Mr, Wise
under the Freedom of Information
_Act, recommended, *“‘such assets as
favorable book reviews of ‘The Invis-
ible Government’ be used at the
proper time to lessen the book's im-
p‘m.n

.

the agency may have to secure un- -

“When my first book came out it’

tening
tions of C.1.A. people,” he recalied,
_ “The truth is that I was getting a good
" deal of information sitting in Allen
Dulles’s garden talking with the di.
rector of the C.I.A."”

become too set in their ways. ‘ Sowhat is the role ocfy;n intelligence
" , " in a democra
In “The Children's Game,” Mr, ag"I fﬁmk we need intelligence agen-

Wise writes about espionage tech.

niques that he said are now in use. His
agents use nojseless *’low signature’ :
bullets that can be used instead of a -

. cles, but they need to operate under

control,” he replied. “Many people |

who went into the C.1.A. with & desire
. to serve their country began to feel

silencer. They obtain urine samples ; that the agency had a higher moral-
from major world leaders to yze : iy,

their health. They use a secret elec- *  *If we let these agencies increase
tronic device to pick locks, and dis-  their power and diminish our liberties

guise some of the agency’s classified -
trash in bags labeled “d?; food.” .
Mr. Wise is able to write about
thinly disguised C.I.A. personalities '
and disclose espionage details while
former C.1.A. employees, who are re«
quired to sign an agreement not to -
publish apything about the agency
without specific prior approval, have
run into difficulty ranging from in.

when there is a perceived threat,” he
continued, *in the end we are going to
- change the nature of the institutions
‘we are trying to protect. The face in
the mirror will no longer be our own.”




